
A new pathway to a PhD

The Doctor of Philosophy (Integrated) involves a foundation year of research 
preparation followed by a three year full-time (or part-time equivalent) research 
program which culminates in the submission and examination of a thesis. 

The one-year of coursework subjects 
include generic research training and 
discipline-specific units. The coursework 
component of the degree provides students 
with strategies for a successful research 
journey, appropriate research design and 
methodology, timely completion, and 
effective writing and communication skills. 

The emphasis is on student-centred 
learning and high quality, confident 
and competent scholastic achievement 
in research. This course will facilitate 
independent thought, and will require 
students to conceive, plan and conduct a 
piece of research, taking into consideration 
the logistical and practical aspects of 
conducting applied research. 

At the end of the first year of coursework, 
students who successfully complete 
the course requirements may qualify 
for a Master of Research Practice (by 
coursework) if they choose to leave the 
program, depending on their entry level 
qualifications.

The Integrated PhD is a course that 
develops high quality, independent 
researchers, with the capacity to contribute 
to the international research community.

For more information or to inquire about 
the Doctor of Philosophy (Integrated), 
contact integratedphd@ecu.edu.au
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COURSE STRUCTURE 

YEAR 1
CORE UNITS CREDIT POINTS
PRO6000 Research Project 1 20

WRS6100 Writing and Reading Skills for Researchers 20

PRO6100 Research Project 2 20

CPR6100 Communicating and Promoting Research 20

and one from:
CMM6116 Methods of Inquiry (for Arts candidates) 20

RES5115 Research Preparation: Principles and Approaches (for 
Psychology & Social Science candidates)

20

RES6106 Research Preparation: Methods of Research 20
     
ELECTIVE UNITS (ARTS) CREDIT POINTS
DES5310 What is Design For? 20

VIS5110 Visual Communication 20

DES5102 Design Thinking 20

CMM5160 Effective Communication in Professional Contexts 20

CMM5165 Media and Society in a Globalised World 20

CMM5170 Advertising and Brand Awareness 20

CMM5175 Journalism in the New Media: Converged Environment 20

CMM5180 Public Relations Strategies 20

CMM6150 Media and Transnational Asia 20

CMM5110 Globalisation, Cultural Diversity and Innovation 20

ELECTIVE UNITS (PSYCHOLOGY & SOCIAL SCIENCE)
COU6113 Principles of Psychodynamic Practice 15

COU6121 Psychodynamic Theories of Counselling 15

COU5303 Couples and Family Therapy 15

COU6114 Object Relations and Attachment Theory 15

ELECTIVE UNITS (CRIMINOLOGY)
FBL6100 Research Methods in Business and Law 20

FBL6120 Advanced Research Methods in Business and Law 20

Elective units are negotiated between students and supervisors.

Students must achieve an overall weighted average mark (WAM) of 70% in the first year of 
coursework and at least 70% in Research Project 2 (PRO6100) in order to continue into 
the thesis component of the course. 



PATHWAYS TO DOCTORAL STUDY

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The minimum admission requirement is either a four year Bachelor degree with a 
weighted average mark of 70% or higher, Honours degree, Masters by Coursework or 
the equivalent in a relevant field from a recognised university. Candidates will be assessed 
on their academic, research and professional experience, and only be admitted if there 
is supervisor capacity and required expertise in the field of research. Candidates are 
expected to have an IELTS score of 6.5 (no individual band less than 6.0) or equivalent.

Honours (or equivalent)
Master by Research PhD 

PhD (Integrated)   Master by Coursework 
Bachelor degree (4 years minimum)

Research 
pathway

Coursework 
pathway

YEAR 2 – 4 Each semester students enrol into the appropriate research thesis unit.
ART7200 Doctor of Philosophy Thesis (Creative Arts) 

SCL7200 Doctor of Philosophy Thesis (Society & Culture)


