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The University Preparation 
Course (UPC) is an alternative 
entry pathway to ECU. It 
prepares students for university 
level study by teaching the 
required skills for academic 
success with an emphasis on 
the student becoming an 
independent learner. On 
successful completion of the 
course students are eligible for 
entry to undergraduate courses 
at ECU dependent on pre-
requisites, minimum TER 
requirements and available 
places. 
 
 
Course Structure 
The University Preparation Course 
provides an intensive orientation to 
university life at ECU and includes course 
and career information to assist students in 
making informed decisions about 
undergraduate degree selection. 
 
The course consists of one semester of 
full-time study or two semesters of part-
time study, and includes four units which 
expose students to the wide range of 
learning methods available at ECU. 
 
All students must study UPC0001, 
UPC0002 and UPC0003.  Students are 
then able to choose between UPC0004 
and UPC005 as their final unit of study. 

UPC0001 Learning at University 
In this unit students learn about ECU and 
how to become a successful student. 
UPC0001 provides an in-depth look into 
the study skills useful for academic 
success and allows students to evaluate 
and tailor different methods for personal 
use to improve academic performance at 
the undergraduate level. 
UPC0002 Research and Writing 
Processes 
Strong research and sound writing skills 
are fundamental to every course at ECU, 
so an entire unit is dedicated to improving 
and extending the abilities of our UPC 
students. Great preparation for completing 
a range of undergraduate assessments, 
there is also a strong focus on 
understanding the purpose and methods of 
referencing. 
UPC0003 Numeracy Tools 
A good foundation in numeracy is required 
for many undergraduate degree courses at 
ECU. Students focus on problem solving in 
ordinary life and common study situations 
which require the application of numeracy 
knowledge and strategies. 
UPC0004 Accessing Knowledge  
Sound Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) skills are vital at ECU. 
This unit will strengthen common desktop 
application skills and encourage students 
to consider innovative ICT tools for 
assessment preparation and presentation. 
Students are also introduced to ECU 
student systems and guided through the 
process of online research and 
investigation. 

UPC0005 Combined Sciences 
This unit has been developed to prepare 
students for entry into the variety of  
Science-based courses offered at ECU. 

Students will investigate the role of 
Science in our society and gain an 
understanding of scientific method before 
going on to complete a project in their 
specific area of interest in preparation for 
undergraduate study. 
 

How much does it cost? 
The UPC is FREE to Australian citizens 
and Permanent Humanitarian VISA 
holders, which means no up-front or 
deferred fees. For Permanent Residents 
and New Zealand citizens, the cost is $200 
per unit. 
 

Youth Allowance 
Students enrolled in the UPC on a full-time 
or part-time basis may be eligible for the 
Youth Allowance. Details of the Youth 
Allowance may be obtained from 
Centrelink. 
 

How do I apply?  
1st Semester Entry 
All applications for UPC are to be 
submitted via TISC. 
2nd Semester Entry 
Applications can be submitted directly to 
ECU via ECU’s eAdmissions online 
application system (www.ecu.edu). 
 

What happens once I’ve 
completed the UPC? 
Successful completion of the University 
Preparation Course meets the minimum 
entry requirements for most 
Undergraduate Courses at ECU. On 
completion students can apply for entry in 
Semester 1 or 2.  Most courses offer a 
Semester 2 intake. 



 

 

What are the entrance 
requirements? 
The University Preparation Course is open 
to school leavers, recent school graduates 
under 20 years of age and mature age 
applicants. 
 

School Leavers 
For admission to the University Preparation 
Course, applicants must meet English 
competency and have studied a minimum of 
four subjects which may be any combination 
of TEE, WACE courses or ECU approved 
CAF (Wholly School Assessed) subjects. 
From these subjects applicants must 
accumulate a total of at least 8 points - see 
opposite. 
 
English Competency can be achieved by: 
 

2009 Year 12 Students 

·  English Course – a scaled mark of at 
least 50 or final school letter grade of C 
or better in one English unit studied in 
Year 12 from 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 3A, or 3B 
or , a final school letter grade of A in 1C 
and 1D studied in Year 12; or 

 
·  English as an Additional 

Language/Dialect - a scaled mark of at 
least 50 or a final school letter grade of 
C or better in one unit studied in Year 
12 from 2A, 2B, 3A or 3B; or 

 
·  TEE English Literature - a final scaled 

mark of at least 50 or final school letter 
grade of C or better 

 
WA School Leavers with Certificate IV 
Year 12 Students who: 
·  Successfully complete a Certificate IV 

as part of their year 12 studies; and 
·  achieve WACE; and 
·  Meet the minimum UPC English 

requirements, 
will be eligible for the UPC. 

 

TEE subjects 

Final scaled mark �  70 `or final school grade 
of A    7 points 
 

Final scaled mark �  60 but < 70 or final 
school grade of B   6 points 
 

Final scaled mark �  50 but < 60 or final 
school grade of C   5 points 
(whichever is higher) 
 

WACE courses 

Final scaled mark �  70   7 points 
 

Final scaled mark �  60 but < 70 6 points 
 

Final scaled mark �  50 but < 60 5 points 
 

Final unit grade of A  3.5 points 
Final unit grade of B     3 points 
Final unit grade of C  2.5 points 
(From units 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D 3A, 3B 
completed in Year 12) 

 

ECU approved CAF (WSA) subjects 

Final school grade of A  5 points 
Final school grade of B  3 points 
Final school grade of C    1 point 
 
 
Note: Final unit grade of A in 
1C and 1D English Course  5 points 
 

Non-School Leavers and 
Mature Age Students  

Non-School Leaver applicants are required 
to meet one of the following entry criteria: 
·  Minimum score of 125 for English and 

115 for the Multiple Choice components 
of the STAT; or 

·  TAFE Certificate III (age 17 years by 31 
March in the year of commencing 
study); or 

·  Portfolio Submission; or 
·  Prior educational qualifications which 

match current non-TEE entry 
requirements for school leaver.

 

 
For further information regarding the UPC, or admiss ion requirements, contact Student Recruitment and Ca reers on 134 328, 
email: futurestudy@ecu.edu.au , or visit the website: www.reachyourpotential.com.au  
 
ECU Joondalup Campus 270 Joondalup Drive, Joondalup WA 6027 
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