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EECCUU  MMeellaannoommaa  RReesseeaarrcchh  
 

  AAuussttrraalliiaa  hhaass  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  iinncciiddeennccee  ooff  mmeellaannoommaa  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  

  MMeellaannoommaa  iiss  aa  ccoommmmoonn  ccaanncceerr  iinn  tthhee  aaggee  ggrroouupp  1155  ––  4455..  

  MMeellaannoommaa  iiss  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  mmoosstt  ccoommmmoonn  ccaanncceerr  iinn  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn..  

  MMeellaannoommaa  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffaattaall  sskkiinn  ccaanncceerr..    
 

 

It is still unknown what triggers a primary lesion to 
spread to other areas of the body.  

 

When this occurs, the highly aggressive 
metastatic tumours remain mostly undetected and 
difficult to cure.  

 

The benefits of early detection are therefore 
extremely important.  

 

So our research is aimed at early detection of 
circulating melanoma cells from a blood 
sample. 

 

Our Core Research 
We have tested and continue to test markers specific for highly metastatic cells thus offering hope to the many Australians 
who are affected by this disease.  

 

We continue to hunt for new genes using state of the art biochemical and molecular tools to provide the potential for 
improved diagnosis and a better understanding of the mechanisms causing metastasis. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Collaborators include renowned clinicians: A. Prof. Robert Pearce (Plastic Surgeon), Dr Peter Heenan (Pathologist), 
Prof. Millward (Oncologist) and students: Ms Sandra Medic, Ms Rebecca Slattery 

 

To find out more about the ECU Melanoma Research Foundation visit  
http://www.ecu.edu.au/alumni/projectsMelanomaResearch.htm 
Or to donate to the ECU Melanoma Research Foundation please fill in the form provided below: 
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Dr. Mel Ziman 

Ph: 08-6304 5171   Email: m.ziman@ecu.edu.au  
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