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C O N T E N T S 

1. HOW DO I FIND A SCORE? 

 

2. WHAT IF ITôS SOMEONE WHO WROTE LOTS OF SONATAS ETC? 

 

3. HOW DO I KNOW THE RIGHT SUBJECT HEADINGS? 

 

4. HOW DO I BROWSE THROUGH THE SCORES TO SEE WHATôS THERE? 

 

5. HOW DO I FIND A BOOK ON A CLASSICAL MUSIC TOPIC? 

 

6. HOW DO I FIND A JOURNAL ON MUSIC? 

 

7. HOW DO I FIND THE CD OF A WORK? 

 

8.  CAN I BROWSE THE CDS of CLASSICAL MUSIC? 

 

9. YOU DONôT HAVE THE MUSIC I WANT ON CD or LP, WHAT NOW? 

 

10.  HOW DO I USE NAXOS MUSIC LIBRARY? 

 

11.  HOW DO I USE CLASSICAL MUSIC LIBRARY? 

 

12.  HOW DO I FIND A DVD ON CLASSICAL MUSIC? 

 

13.  CAN I BROWSE IN THE DVDS on CLASSICAL MUSIC? 

 

14.  IS IT OK TO COPY MUSIC? 

 

15.  WHAT IF YOU DONôT HAVE THE SCORES, CDS OR BOOKS I WANT? 

 

16.  ARE THE UWA & STATE LIBRARY CATALOGUES SEARCHABLE FROM ECU? 

 

17.  HOW DO I USE THE NEW GROVE DICTIONARY OF MUSIC? 

 

18.  CAN I USE THE INTERNET FOR MY MUSIC ASSIGNMENT? 

 

19.  HOW DO I FIND ARTICLES ON A TOPIC FROM A RANGE OF JOURNALS? 

 

20.  SO HOW DO I FIND ALL DATABASES RELEVANT TO CLASSICAL MUSIC? 

 

21.  WHICH MUSIC DATABASES ARE RECOMMENDED? 

 

22.  HOW DO I REFERENCE MUSIC IN MY ASSIGNMENTS? 

 

23.  I CANôT GET STARTED ï WHO DO I ASK?  
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1. HOW DO I FIND A SCORE? 

A score or any piece of sheet music that you already know the details of, is generally 

searched for by its composer (=author, in the library catalogue) or title. 

For instance, if you had to find a score of the work Lincolnshire Posy by Percy Grainger, 

youôd probably decide to use title: 

 

If we click on Submit, we get two results: 
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The first one is a score and set of parts ï as we find when we click on it:

 

We didnôt use the option of composer search as that would involve looking through all the 

libraryôs works by Grainger: 
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Clicking on Submit brings up a list of 37 items: 

 

A search by Author (Grainger, Percy) would have been quite a logical step, though, if we 

didnôt know the titles of his works and wanted to learn about them. 

2. WHAT IF ITôS SOMEONE WHO WROTE LOTS OF SONATAS, ETC? 

When a composer hasnôt written much (eg. minor composers from any period and most 

modern composers) an author search as above is fine. Title searching is good too for 

modern and contemporary composers as they tend to write works with unique titles (eg 

Sculthorpe: Kakadu, Sun Music, Small Town, etc)  

The major composers of the baroque, classical and romantic periods were very, very 

productive. Bach wrote over one thousand works, many with similar titles. Mozart wrote over 

500, Schubert wrote over 600. Generic titles such as sonata, concerto, mass, cantata, 

symphony, suite, quartet, etc. abound in their works. 

It is best, therefore, to learn to use the library catalogueôs Limit Search/Sort function when 

dealing with these composers.  

Letôs say youôre a pianist and you need to research what the library has of Schubertôs piano 

sonatas both as scores and recordings. 
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An author search is the logical first step: 

 

Submitted, the result is 477 items: 

 

As this is a long list to go through, click Limit/Sort Search (itôs circled above): 
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This gives us the option of limiting the results in several ways, putting ñpiano sonataò in title 

might seem the best. But what about the German spelling of the form which is Sonate, and 

very likely to occur, plus German editions often use various words for piano. 

Using the drop down box for Words in the Title (circled) shows we have the option of using 

Subject:  

 

And the appropriate subject to use is Sonatas, piano 
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Clicking Submit will now limit results to:  

 

This is a listing over several pages of Schubert piano sonatas in score and recordings, 

including CD and LP. It has also included by default his sonatas for violin and piano, 

because the subject heading for those type of works included the words sonata and piano. 

3. HOW DO I KNOW THE RIGHT SUBJECT HEADING TO PUT IN LIMIT/SORT 

SEARCH? 

Youôre not expected to, so here to help is a list of the most commonly used subject 

headings you can use in Limit/Sort Search (and also in simple Subject search too!):  

Ballets Dance Music Jazz 
Bassoon Double bass Jazz ensembles 
Big band music Drum Jazz music 
Brass ensembles Drums Jazz vocals 
Brass trios Duets Keyboard instrument music 
Brass quartets Fake Books Lute 
Brass quintets etc Fanfares Madrigals (Music) 
Canons, fugues, etc Flute Magnificat 
Cantatas, Sacred Folk dance Marches 
Cantatas, Secular Folk music Masques with music 
Carols Folk songs Masses 
Chamber music Glees, catches, rounds, etc Mazurkas 
Chansons, Polyphonic Guitar Motets 
Chants Harmony Motion picture music 
Childrenôs songs Harp Music ï15th century 
Choruses, Sacred Harpsichord Music-16th century 
Choruses, Secular Horn Music-Italy 
Clarinet Hymns Music-England, etc 
Concertos (Bassoon) Improvisation Musical analysis 
Concertos (Clarinet) Instrumental ensembles Musicals 
Concertos (Flute) etc   
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Oboe Sonatas, Piano Variations 
Opera Sonatas, Violin Viol 
Operas Song cycles Viola 
Oratorios Songs Violin 
Organ Songs (High voice) Violoncello 
Part songs Songs (Medium voice) Vocal duets 
Percussion Songs (Low voice) Vocal music 
Piano Spirituals Vocal quartets 
Popular music String trios Vocal trios 
Psalms (Music) String quartets Wind ensembles 
Quartets (instruments may be 
specified) 

String quintets etc Wind trios 

Quintets (ditto) String orchestra Wind quartets 
Recorder Suites (Piano) Wind quintets etc 
Requiems Suites (Orchestra) etc Woodwind ensembles 
Rondos Symphonies Woodwind trios 
Sacred songs Timpani Woodwind quartets 
Sacred vocal music Trio-sonatas Woodwind quintets etc 
Saxophone Trios (instruments may be 

specified) 
 

Septets (instruments may be 
specified) 

Trombone  

Sextets (ditto) Trumpet  
Sight-singing Tuba  
Solo cantatas   
 

4. HOW DO I BROWSE THROUGH THE SCORES TO SEE WHATôS THERE? 

The music scores housed on Level 2 of the library are arranged by form and instrument, so if 

you just wish to browse through the scores to acquaint yourself with your own area of 

repertoire, that can be very useful. They are classified by the BCM (British Catalogue of 

Music) system, which assigns letter codes for instruments and musical form. UWA and State 

Library music collections also use this system (see 16. of this guide). 

A Music Score Location Guide in the form of a bookmark, is provided by the library to assist 

you with that, so if you havenôt picked one up with this Guide, please ask staff for one. 

You can also do a virtual or online browse of the music collection. For example, knowing 

from our Music Score Location Guide that VR is the classification for flute, we can do an 

online browse as follows, by clicking on Call number (circled):  

  


