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From the Executive Dean
Welcome all to our first newsletter for 2019. 

As the new Executive Dean for the School of Education it has been 
my pleasure to meet with a number of our partnership schools. I look 
forward to the opportunity to visit more throughout the first term and 
the year. ECU have received positive feedback regarding our programs 
which is most useful as it informs our planning for future practices. I have 
been impressed by some of the progressive research being undertaken 
by ECU Education staff and we look forward to presenting this at our 
Twilight Seminar series over the coming months. Our students are 
preparing themselves for an exciting year of learning and our final year 
undergraduates are already planning with their mentors for their final 
professional experience placement in Term 2. I am confident that they will 
make a positive contribution. 

I am sure that this will be another year of successful partnerships and I 
look forward to meeting as many of you as possible during the coming 
year. 

Best wishes

Professor Stephen Winn          
Executive Dean, School of Education

 



School of Education goes global
In preparing ‘Global Ready’ graduates and expanding 
our international horizons, a number of our students 
completed study tours in Malaysia, Canada, the USA 
and the United Kingdom in 2018. These were hugely 
successful experiences and we’re pleased to include 
the following articles for your interest.

Canada
Twelve 2nd year students had an amazing experience 
working collaboratively with each other and with 
experienced mentors at Joseph Howe Senior and 
William G Miller Public schools in Toronto, Canada. 
For these students, it was a unique chance to explore 
another culture and school setting, as well as to 
learn from experts in the field. Students were warmly 
welcomed into the school communities and, by the 
end of their practicum, had formed strong bonds of 
collegiality and friendship with their mentors and other 
staff members. They planned and taught lessons using 
the Ontario curriculum and participated actively in 
extra-curricular activities and professional development 
sessions at the schools. 

Outside school, students were invited to barbeques 
and dinners at their mentors’ homes. They explored 
downtown Toronto, watched sporting events, visited 
Niagara Falls, shopped at Christmas markets and best 
of all, experienced snow, which for many, was a first!

 It was a highly successful and beneficial experience for 
both our students and the Toronto educators. Principals 
of both schools were impressed with our students, 
remarking that they were performing at the level of fully 
qualified teachers and would have loved to have them 
on their staff. They were keen to support and continue 
this international practicum programme and explore 
opportunities for collaboration.  

Malaysia
At the same time, half way across the world, another 
eight 2nd Year Bachelor of Education (Primary) 
students were selected for placements at Sri Utama 
International School in Kuala Lumpur. They adapted 
their skills to the Cambridge International Curriculum, 
as well as to areas that were new to them such as 
Character Building and Moral Values. Students also 
successfully rose to the challenge of collaboratively 
planning and teaching Malay language classes for 
international students and provided daily extra-curricular 
activities including netball, web-design, cake decorating 
and drama skills. Outside of school, they were happy to 
take many opportunities to experience the local culture 
and attractions.

In its second year in 2018, this ongoing partnership was 
again an unequivocal success as Sri Utama teachers 
and ECU students shared, and developed, teaching and 
learning skills. Sri Utama’s Board of Directors, staff and 
parents all commented positively on the experience, 
with comments reflecting surprise that the students 
selected to represent ECU were 2nd Year students with 
another two years of their course to complete!

Research into positive veteran teachers 
expands to the USA Research into positive 
veteran teachers expands to the USA
In conjunction with the music education US study tour, 
two ECU researchers, Dr Peter Prout and Dr Christina 
Gray accompanied the group as part of an extension of 
an existing ECU teacher research project. The research 
project, looking into the characteristics of positive 
veteran teachers, has been working with a number of 
positive veteran teachers in WA; the tour represented 
an opportunity to extend this to the US, to look for 
similarities  and differences between Australian and US 
teacher experiences. Dr Prout and Dr Gray were able 
to interview a number of teachers in Pennyslvania and 
New York and forge valuable links between ECU and 
both Penn State and Columbia Universities, with the 
aim of internationalising this exciting research project.



New Cluster Chair 
Ms Thompson-White was appointed as the Chair of 
the Dalyellup Independent Schools Cluster in 2018, 
and recently appointed as the Chair of the Dalyellup 
College School Board of which she has been a 
member since the opening of Dalyellup College in 
2009. She is thrilled with these two appointments, 
and hopes to continue the good work of past 
Dalyellup College School Board Chair, Alan Snow. 

Showcasing student achievements and Dalyellup 
College’s facilities and staff is one of her main 
aims. An improved culture of student attendance 
and sense of belonging to the College is another, 
especially since Ms Thompson-White is well aware 
that this senior high school’s facilities are second to 
none other in WA’s State schools system. She was 
instrumental in gaining $30,000,000 funding for the 
construction of the school’s stage 2 buildings, and 
had a child at the school until graduating in 2016. 

Ms Thompson-White’s interest in the Dalyellup 
Independent Schools Cluster is to facilitate the three schools’ principals, deputies and precious teaching staff 
identify common data collections systems, acknowledge ownership by all three schools of Year 12 results, identify 
area mechanisms used by each school and unify the schools to achieve commonality between all three.

Music education   
students in the USA
Last November / December, 
nine ECU Music education 
students travelled to the 
USA on a study tour, hosted 
by Bucknell University in 
Pennsylvania (PA). Lead 
by ECU Music education 
staff Dr Geoffrey Lowe and 
Jason Boron, the students 
visited thirteen schools in 
central PA as well as New 
York. These ranged from 
elementary schools through 
to colleges. In addition, staff 
and students were able to 
meet and interact with the staff 
from these schools as well as 
music education students from 

Bucknell University in Lewisburg, PA. The study tour is part of a new program created by an MoU between ECU 
and Bucknell which has seen two groups of students from Bucknell visit ECU (2015 and 2018), and this visit 
represented the first ECU reciprocal visit. While the music education systems between Australia and the USA 
are radically different, it was an incredibly valuable professional learning experience for the ECU pre-service 
teachers to meet US music teachers and see their programs in action.



Inglewood Primary School
Board member, ECU’s Dr Paula Mildenhall was 
delighted to attend the opening of the new double-
storey classroom block at Inglewood Primary School 
in February. Education and Training Minister Sue 
Ellery officially opened the building which includes six 
classrooms, an activity room and a meeting room for 
teachers. The school also has a new science laboratory 
which will benefit the nearly 600 students. Minister 
Ellery noted that the school has been operating since 
1914 and that these new facilities were an exciting 
addition to the historic school. Dr Mildenhall said, “It 
was wonderful to see how thrilled the children were at 
having such an inviting space to work in. I am sure that 
it will enhance their learning.”

School of Education in the news
We are proud of our experienced staff who continue to 
lead with innovative research. Below are recent articles 
and media appearances that may be of interest.

• Five tips to make school bookshelves more diverse 
and five books to get you started - Helen Adam, The 
Conversation 

• Read aloud to your children to boost their vocabulary 
- Dr Margaret Merga, The Conversation 

• Ten ways teacher librarians improve literacy in 
schools - Dr Margaret Merga, The Conversation 

• Australia loses approximately 30 per cent of teachers 
in their first five years of teaching - Dr Julia Morris, 
The Australian Association for Research in Education 
(AARE) Blog Post

• Mobile phones and literacy in schools - Dr Margaret 
Merga, Channel 7 News [Video] 

International speaker for Twilight Seminar
On Tuesday, 5 February, ECU in conjunction with 
ACHPER WA hosted the Twilight Seminar presented by 
Dr Jo Harris – Promoting Active Lifestyles in Schools. 
This event was attended by more than 70 WA HPE 
professionals including ECU staff and a large number of 
ACHPER WA members.

Jo presented an enlightening and thought provoking 
seminar; challenging Health and Physical Educators to 
rethink, reconfigure and redesign physical education 
practice and delivery to promote healthy, active 
lifestyles for lifelong living.

The workshop discussed the Promoting Active 
Lifestyles (PAL) research findings and the connection 
between teaching and promoting active lifestyles and 
how that led to the philosophical and pedagogical 
changes between the two.

Dr Jo Harris fielded a range of questions from the 
participants including the challenge of embedding 
healthy active lifestyles as a curriculum deliverable in a 
practical setting and including assessment of learning 
and progress in active ways. More about Jo Harris.

ECU graduates shine
Congratulations to the four ECU graduates who were 
recognised at the 2018 WA Education awards late last 
year. 

• WA Beginning Teacher of the Year  
Benjamin Garnaut

• WA Premier’s Primary Teacher of the Year 
Anthony Horn

• WA Primary Principal of the Year  
Rebecca Bope

• WA Secondary Principal of the Year  
Damian Shuttleworth
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New Teacher Internship Program at ECU Goes Beyond the Standard Practicum 
Secondary teaching graduates at ECU are taking advantage of an innovative internship program commencing in 
the ECU School of Education.

After a successful pilot in 2018, the Scholar-in-Residence Program will be implemented across a range of high 
schools during the 2019 teaching year. These schools are located in metropolitan and regional areas as well as 
interstate.

The Scholar-in-Residence Program has interns based for three days per week at their partner school for the 
duration of a school term.

Interns undertake five weeks’ experience assisting with teaching a senior level class (years 11-12) and five weeks 
with a junior class (years 7-10), while also being assigned a project or school-wide engagement activity to work on.

Expressions of interest in the 2019 program for both currently enrolled ECU Secondary Education students and 
participating partner schools are now open.

Contact Dr Christa Norris for more information.

Oh What A Lovely War – Drama Education 
Production
ECU’s Drama education students presented their 
production of Oh What A Lovely War this week to sold 
out audiences. Many drama students from metropolitan 
schools enjoyed an opportunity to view the play and 
learn how it had been reinterpreted for a contemporary 
audience so as to provide a timely reminder of the 
importance of peace and humanity. Please contact 
Christina Gray for further information. 
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