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ECU was named in the Times Higher Education (THE) Young 
University Rankings for 2019. Recognising the world’s 150 best 
universities less than 50 years of age, the rankings are a global 
showcase of a new breed of university. ECU is proud to be 
recognised for its research productivity, research influence, 
quality of teaching, industry innovation and international focus.

2019 TOP 150

For the fourth year in a row, ECU has been ranked the top 
public university in Australia for teaching quality in the QILT 
(Quality Indicators for Learning and Teaching) survey released 
in 2019. We were also the top public university in Australia for skills 
development and on a two year aggregate the top for overall 
educational experience.



Strategic Directions 
for Research 2017–2021
Our Purpose is to inspire excellence in nursing and 
midwifery practice through innovative education, 
research and collaboration.

Our Vision is to generate evidence through 
excellence in research that will inform clinical 
practice and improve outcomes for the global 
healthcare community.

Our Goal is to advance research and 
knowledge translation.

Extensive 
research 

collaboration

Increased 
knowledge 
translation

Growth in 
research 
training

Growth in 
research 

capacity and 
culture

Our Strategies
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Welcome from the Executive 
Dean and Associate 
Dean Research
Welcome to the 2019 Centre for Nursing, Midwifery 
and Health Services Research Annual Report. 
This report provides an overview of our achievements 
and a snapshot of our performance in 2019. 

The Centre is located within the School of Nursing and 
Midwifery at Edith Cowan University, and is led by Professor 
Lisa Whitehead. 

We have a strong desire to inform and shape policy and 
clinical practice. Our researchers are experts in their field 
and seek to conduct meaningful research through projects 
with national and international industry partners and 
research colleagues.

To further strengthen our research centre, we welcomed 
two new professorial appointments, Professors Beverly 
O’Connell and Davina Porock and three research 
fellows. Together Beverly and Davina are developing 
a programme of research, the Ageing and Aged Care 
research group, with a focus on the care of people in 
late life with natural age-related changes compounded 
by chronic and/or acute disease that impact their 
quality of life. The group has a foundational philosophy 
of person-centred care which includes co-designing, 
conducting and disseminating research and practice 
development interventions with older adults, residents of 
residential aged care facilities (RACFs), family caregivers, 
health professionals, aged care providers, and other key 
stakeholders (e.g., government and peak bodies). 

With an expanding research team we have the capacity 
to undertake research across four key areas: 

 y Improving Outcomes for Adults with Chronic Conditions 
– self-management, families, mHealth (mobile health), 
and mental health. 

 y Safety and Quality in Healthcare – Workforce, quality 
improvement and quality assessment, medical errors, 
adverse and sentinel events, patient safety, professional 
accreditation policies, regulations and processes.

 y Childbearing, Children and Young People – to discover 
and implement ways to improve the care and 
experience of childbearing women and their families 
through pregnancy and postpartum up to the age of 
18 years.

 y Ageing and Aged Care – the care of people in late life 
with natural age-related changes compounded by 
chronic and/or acute disease that impact their quality 
of life.

Our research performance continues to improve with a 
strong focus on quality research. Additionally, our capacity 
to conduct research and supervision of higher degree by 
research students increased, with five staff completing 
higher degree by research qualifications in 2019. 

We also celebrated the set-up of the Nurse Practitioner 
Led Chronic Disease Wellness Clinic in Wanneroo. The ECU 
Chronic Disease Wellness Clinic focuses on the wellbeing 
and supportive care needs of people living with chronic 
disease/s, with an initial focus on cancer and heart 
disease. This is a bulk billed only service, providing high 
quality, accessible and affordable health care with the aim 
of preventing the exacerbation of illness and readmission 
to hospital. Patients will be able to self-refer and make 
bookings through our partner, Home Nurse Services. 
The clinic will provide the opportunity for placements 
for students training to become nurse practitioners and 
to undertake research in the fields of survivorship and 
supportive care needs. 

Professor Di Twigg AM 
Executive Dean, School of 
Nursing & Midwifery

Professor Lisa Whitehead 
Associate Dean Research
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Performance Overview 
A snapshot of 2019
In 2019, we focused on improving our outputs and reach by increasing our research capacity, 
expanding our networks and increasing the quality of our publications.

85 
publications

$1.1M 
in grant funding

45 
conferences presentations

87% 
of research papers published 

in quartile 1 and 2 journals 
(as ranked by SJR)

60+ 
Collaborations  
with institutions  

and organisations

Our papers are cited over 
11/2 

more often than the 
international average

60 
HDR Students enrolled

18 new HDR enrolments in 2019

7 Higher Degree by 
Research completions

10%
Increase in capacity  

to supervise  
HDR students

2 
Visiting  

international  
fellows hosted 
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Grants 
The successful award of research grants continues to facilitate the growth of our research programmes. Funders of our 
research in 2019 include: The Australian Research Council, Department of Health WA, WA Cancer and Palliative Care 
Network, WA Nurses Memorial Charitable Trust and multiple ECU Early Carer Researcher and Industry Engagement grants.

OUR PERFORMANCE

CATEGORY 1 – 65%

CATEGORY 2 & 3 – 3%

INTERNAL – 17%

Collaborations 
The majority of our research collaborations have 
involved national and international networks. We value 
these collaborations and look forward to seeing these 
relationships continue to strengthen as we move into 2020. 
In 2019 we collaborated with 11 universities, 45 national 
collaborators and 21 international collaborators. 

Memberships/committees
Our researchers are committed to improving the 
health and wellbeing of the global community through 
memberships and association with external committees 
locally, nationally and internationally.

 55 National

 5 Single authorship

KEY

 14 Institutional

 26 International

19 STATE

34 NATIONAL

32 INTERNATION
A

L
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New Appointments

Professoriate

Professor Beverly O’Connell
Professor Beverly O’Connell has held many senior roles in 
academia and research, including Professor and Dean 
of the Faculty of Nursing at the University of Manitoba 
Canada and Associate Dean Research at Deakin 
University. Beverly is an experienced researcher with a 
keen interest in promoting a team approach to further 
develop more junior researchers. Professor O’Connell 
has received over $3.4 million in grant funding and has 
authored more than 100 journal articles.

Since joining the Centre, a new research programme 
has been formed, focusing on the care of older adults. 
Her most substantial work includes the development 
and implementation of the Tri-focal model of care which 
included the research and development of evidence 
based educational materials for students and aged care 
staff. This innovative model of partnership centred aged 
care incorporates the teaching nursing home concept. 

We are looking forward to seeing Bev expand this research 
into 2020.

Professor Davina Porock
Professor Davina Porock completed her PhD at Edith 
Cowan University in 1998. She continued to work at 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital before taking up positions at 
Universities in the UK and the USA. In 2018, as the Assistant 
Dean of Research at the University of Sheffield Hallam, 
Davina reconnected with ECU through our Research 
Week event, sharing her research journey with the next 
generation of nursing researchers.

A year later, we were delighted to welcome Davina to join 
the School as a Professorial Research Fellow. 

Davina’s research has focussed on the care of older 
adults approaching end of life care and in particular 
understanding the transition from recovery-focused care 
to end of life care.

Professor Porock provides joint leadership and direction 
with Professor O’Connell to the newly formed research 
group “Ageing and Aged Care”.
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Research Fellow Appointments

Dr Stephanie Smith 
Dr Stephanie Smith joined the Centre 
in 2019 to support Professor Evalotte 
Morelius to develop the Children 
and Young People’s programme of 
research. Her position, along with 
Professor Morelius’ is conjoined 
with Perth Children’s Hospital and 
further strengthens our collaboration 
improving outcomes in clinical 
practice. Dr Smith is a registered 
Health Psychologist Practitioner with the Health and 
Care Professions Council in the United Kingdom. has held 
previous positions at the University of Oxford, University of 
Queensland and Telethon Kids Institute. Her background 
in psychology provides a valuable interdisciplinary 
perspective to our research and has provided continued 
contributions to projects with Professor Morelius. 

Dr Stian Thoresen
We welcomed Dr Thoresen as a 
Research Fellow to support Professor 
Beverly O’Connell in early 2019. 
Having completed his Doctorate 
in Social Work and Social Policy 
in 2009, Stian brings a wealth of 
experience to the team and an 
interdisciplinary approach. Stian’s 
research background includes 
extensive work in the areas of social 
and economic inclusion of vulnerable groups, including 
housing, homelessness, disability employment in Thailand 
and health statuses and health promotion for persons 
with intellectual disabilities in Western Australia. His 
research interests include social and economic inclusion of 
vulnerable groups, disability, functional limitations, nursing 
practice, older adults and individual supported living.

Dr Janine Alan
Mid-2019 we welcomed Dr Janine 
Alan to work with Professor Davina 
Porock. Janine has worked in the 
Ageing and Disability sector for many 
years before completing a PhD at 
the University of Western Australia in 
Casemix Classification. During this 
time, she was introduced to linked 
data analysis, which traditionally 
uses very large data sources such 
as administrative records about hospitalisations and 
deaths to provide insights into health user characteristics, 
patterns of service use and outcomes. Janine is a 
keen advocate of translational and proof-of-concept 
research, particularly where it can inform health care 
policy, planning, performance monitoring and purchasing 
decisions, as well as initiatives that improve health 
outcomes for vulnerable and marginalised populations. 

Vice Chancellor’s Research 
Fellow Appointment

Dr Linda Coventry 
In 2020 Dr Linda 
Coventry was awarded a 
Vice-Chancellor’s Senior 
Research Fellowship position 
which will enable her to 
continue her research and 
collaborations with acute 
care hospitals in Western 
Australia. Dr Coventry’s 
program of research 
aligns with the prevention of hospital acquired 
complications and aims to protect the public 
from harm and improve the quality of acute 
health service provision. Areas of interests 
include peripheral and haemodialysis vascular 
access and prevention of pressure injury. A list 
of Dr Coventry’s current projects can be found 
under the ‘Our Partners and Selected Industry 
Projects’ section.
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Research Highlights

Australia Day accolade 
Professor Di Twigg AM, Executive Dean, School of 
Nursing and Midwifery, was recognised for her significant 
leadership and service to nursing in the 2019 Australia 
Day Honours List, and was appointed as a member 
(AM) of the Order of Australia (General Division) by the 
Governor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove. 

The Order of Australia is considered the most prestigious 
means of recognising outstanding members of the 
community at a national level. The award celebrates 
Di’s remarkable career in nursing, research and health 
services leadership.

Shanghai Ranking 
We are pleased to share the outstanding result achieved 
in the recent Shanghai Ranking, the oldest known global 
university ranking. Fifty-five subjects were assessed in the 
Academic Ranking of World Universities Global Ranking 
of Academic Subjects. ECU Nursing was given a ranking 
of 101-150, which is a fantastic outcome for the School of 
Nursing and Midwifery.

The ranking evaluates indicators such as prize winning 
staff, publications in top journals, citations, and 
international collaborations, weighted by discipline. 
The ShanghaiRanking is arguably the most prestigious, 
and the most objective, as there is no reliance on a 
reputation component.

Consensus Guidelines 
on the Management 
of Type 2 Diabetes in 
adults with intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities endorsed by 
the International Diabetes 
Federation
Professor Lisa Whitehead collaborated with 
international experts, Laurence Taggart (University of 
Ulster), Maria Truesdale (Edinburgh Napier University), 
Henrietta Trip and Jenny Conder (University of 
Otago), Jillian Scott (Northern Health and Social 
Care Trust Northern Ireland), Lorna Rouse (The Open 
University UK), and Brianne Redquest and Yona Lunsky 
(University of Toronto) to produce ‘The International 
Consensus Guidelines: Reasonable Adjustments in 
the Management of Type 2 Diabetes in Adults with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities’. 

The guidelines, designed for health, disability and 
social care professionals, and carers, advises on how 
to make reasonable adjustments to support adults 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
to manage their type 2 diabetes. The guidelines 
centres on 15 healthcare essentials and the team 
gathered evidenced based information on how each 
can be implemented to provide the best possible 
care for adults with intellectual and developmental 
disability. The guidelines have been endorsed by the 
International Diabetes Federation.

The work was presented at the World Congress of the 
International Association for the Scientific Study of 
Intellectual Disabilities in Glasgow. 

Pictured are Lisa and colleague Dr Henrietta Trip at 
the World Congress of the International Association for 
the Scientific Study of Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities, held in Glasgow from the 6th to 
9th August 2019.
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Better together: Supporting 
perinatal and infant mental 
health services
Associate Professor of 
Midwifery Sara Bayes, 
along with colleagues from 
ECU School of Education, 
ECU School of and Arts 
& Humanities, and the 
Curtin Bankwest Economics 
Centre, investigated and 
mapped perinatal and 
infant mental health (PIMH) 
services in the cities of 
Joondalup and Wanneroo. 
The research highlights the 
many difficulties parents 
and other primary carers of 
infants who are vulnerable 
to mental health compromise have in accessing PIMH 
services, and that they turn instead to Child Health 
Nurses, library programs and pharmacies for help and 
support in relation to emotional wellbeing. Encouragingly, 
a number of practical opportunities and strategies were 
identified by the participating care provider agencies, 
other organisations, and consumers for more ’joined up 
working’ and accessibility. A number of recommendations 
were developed from this study for improving referrals to 
services and referral.

Kiely, D., Fitzgerald, H., Matacz, R., Priddis, L., Bayes, S., 
Barrat-Pugh, C., & Pooley, J. A. (2019). Better together: 
Supporting perinatal and infant mental health services. 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre, Edith Cowan 
University.

Midwifery Research Featured in 
Esteemed ‘Midwifery Research 
Review’ Journal
Associate Professor of Midwifery, 
Sara Bayes, Professor Lisa 
Whitehead, Lecturer Annemarie 
De Leo, and practising midwife 
Elaine Juggins (Armadale 
Health Service) were delighted 
to have their research featured 
in the esteemed ‘Midwifery 
Research Review’ journal. Their 
research on ‘Australian midwives’ 
experiences of implementing 
practice change’, published in the esteemed journal 
‘Midwifery’, which is one of the top ranked midwifery 
journals internationally.

The objective of the study was to investigate midwives’ 
experiences of leading practice change using Glaserian 
Grounded Theory methodology. The research highlighted 
that midwives who, like other health professionals, 
are obliged to use the best available evidence to underpin 
their practice, find the process of implementing evidence 
into health care practice complicated and uncertain, 
and is the first study of its kind to identify the barriers to 
innovation that midwives experience at many levels.

Bayes, S., Juggins, E., Whitehead, L., & De Leo, A. (2019) 
Australian midwives’ experiences of implementing 
practice change. Midwifery 70, 38-45 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2018.12.012 

Nurse researchers 
collaborate with national 
and international experts 
in world-first research, 
investigating the impact 
of digital technology in 
Australian children
Professors Lisa Whitehead and Evalotte Morelius, and 
Associate Professor Diana Arabiat are collaborating 
with national and international experts on the impact 
of digital technology on Australian children.

The research, part of the new ARC Centre of Excellence 
for the Digital Child, was awarded $34.9 million with 
an additional $32.2 million through support from the 
33 industry and academic partners involved. The centre 
brings together researchers from five Australian 
universities – Edith Cowan University, Curtin University, 
Deakin University, University of Queensland and 
University of Wollongong.

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Australian College of 
Nursing Fellowship
Dr Deborah Ireson was inducted as 
a fellow of the Australian College 
of Nursing for her expertise and 
contribution to the health of women 
and children in Australia and the 
United Kingdom. Fellowships signify 
recognition of a significant 
achievement, it is an impressive 
title to be awarded. Dr Ireson has 
extensive experience working as 
both a Nurse and a Midwife in both 
Australia and the United Kingdom. 

Deb’s research interests include 
maternity care for marginalised groups, infant, child and 
adolescent health, and adolescent sexual health and 
pregnancy. Her current research project, titled “How do 
partners extended breastfeeding” was notably popular, 
reaching over 10,000 people in our community within the 
first four days of the recruitment flyer being posted to our 
Centre’s social media channels. We look forward to seeing 
Deb’s research into this popular area, and are eager to 
provide the community with her findings.

Prize Awarded to recent 
PhD student and Lecturer, 
Dr Ulrich Steinwandel
Nursing lecturer and 
recent Doctor of 
Philosophy graduate Ulrich 
Steinwandel was pleased 
to receive 3rd prize for 
his research presentation 
“Does the intravascular 
volume status in 
haemodialysis patients 
measured by inferior vena 
cava ultrasound correlate 
with bioimpedance spectroscopy?”. 

The prize was awarded at the European 
Dialysis and transplant Nurses Association/
European Renal Care Association (EDTNA/ERCA) 
conference in Prague, Czech Republic. 
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Visiting Fellows

Dr Brian Nyatanga
In June, we received a visit from Dr Nyatanga from 
the University of Worcester, who shared his research 
expertise on Palliative and End of Life Care, advanced 
communication skills and research methodology. 
Dr Nyatanga publishes widely in peer-reviewed journals, 
and is interested in undertaking research that can 
demonstrate clinical relevance and impact on palliative 
care patients and their families. 

Pictured with Director of Nursing Services Karen Gullick, 
Dr Nyatanga gave a presentation at Hollywood Private 
Hospital titled "Why is it so difficult to communicate 
about death and dying?". He also provided insight into 
interpretive phenomenology from his experiences with 
Martin Heidegger, titled "Being-with Martin Heidegger" 
providing insight into the challenges of communicating 
about death and dying. 

Professor Joanne Spetz 
We were delighted to host visiting Professor Joanne Spetz 
from the University of California, San Francisco through 
an ECU visiting professor award. Professor Spetz shared 
her knowledge and expertise on health economics, 
health workforce and health care technologies through 
four industry presentations, an ECU wide lecture and a 
workshop during her short stay in Perth.

Professor Spetz presented at MyVista, a Western 
Australian retirement and aged care living not-for-profit 
organisation on ‘Home Care Aides in the United States’. 
The presentation provided insight into the role of home 
care aides in the United States, how they are employed, 
issues with recruitment, education and training, retention, 
regulation, financial challenges, and the opportunities 
for change.

Adjunct Associate Professor Karen Gullick and Dr Brian 
Nyatanga

Professor Spetz presenting at MyVista Aged Care Services
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Featured Projects

Childbearing, Children and Young People

Midwives Attitudes and the Development of an Integrated Care Pathway for Women Whose Pregnancy is 
Complicated by Substance Misuse

Investigators: Dr Sadie Geraghty, Dr Gemma Doleman 
Substance misuse during pregnancy is under reported, 
however statistics reflect a growing trend of substance use 
during pregnancy. Substance misuse during pregnancy 
can have adverse effects on maternal, fetal and neonatal 
wellbeing. Women with substance misuse issues require 
sensitive maternity services to encourage disclosure and 
trust in a non-judgemental context. The purpose of this 
study was to identify midwives’ attitudes towards women 
using substances during pregnancy, which informed the 
development of an integrated care pathway for the 
provision of optimal care. 

A mixed methods research design was used, that included 
an online survey via the online survey tool Qualtrics™ which 
collected quantitative data, and interviews and focus 
groups were used to collect qualitative data. Participants 
held a positive or neutral view towards women who used 
substances during pregnancy, and the participants had 
an empathetic perception of the issue of substance 
use within pregnancy, believing that women were using 
substances due to the environment and circumstances 
that they lived in, and that they had been raised and 
socialised in.

The results of this study highlight the importance of 
midwives’ attitudes in influencing and encouraging 
pregnant women to reduce or stop using substances in 
pregnancy. Midwives are key stake holders in developing 
quality improvement strategies to support women with 
substance misuse issues presenting to multidisciplinary 
maternity services. 

Caring for women during pregnancy with substance 
misuse issues is complex and requires coordination and 
multidisciplinary care. Midwives have the capacity to 
provide sensitive midwifery care but require the framework 
to ensure women needing additional resources during 
pregnancy receive the services available and specific to 
their needs. 

The midwives in this study were supportive of developing 
an integrated care pathway to allow for collaborative 
care, and to enable a specialised midwifery approach. 
This study concluded that the attitude of the midwife 
is a key element to the way substance misusing women 
engage with maternity services, and midwives are 
supportive of an integrated clinical pathway.

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Ageing and Aged Care

Safe at home: Monitoring using CCTV in residential aged care facilities 

Investigators: Caroline Vafeas, Amanda Towell-Barnard, Vicki Patton
Following the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality 
and Safety (2018) with final recommendations due 2020 
and amid growing public interest, Dr Caroline Vafeas, 
Dr Amanda Towell-Barnard and Dr Vicki Patton were keen 
to contribute further to the important area of quality 
and safety and care of older adults in residential aged 
care facilities. They identified little research has been 
undertaken into the practice of electronic surveillance in 
residential aged care, providing the perfect opportunity 
for a study which could generate real world change in the 
way older adults are cared for.

The resulting research project took a mixed method 
approach to understand and interpret the people’s views  
on the use of closed circuit television (CCTV) in both 
communal areas and private rooms in residential aged 

care. Residents, family 
members and direct care 
staff were all included in 
the study located at one 
120 bed facility in the Perth 
Metro area. Initial survey data demonstrated 69% of 
residents and 79% of family members would support 
CCTVs in public areas compared to 50% of staff surveyed. 
The final report will highlight whether the use of CCTV 
is an acceptable way to monitor quality and safety in 
residential aged care facilities.

We look forward to seeing this project develop to cover 
197 facilities in 2020 with research outputs to benefit 
the community.

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Improving Outcomes for Adults with Chronic Health Conditions
What Predicts Regression from Prediabetes to Normal Glucose Regulation Following a Primary Care 
Nurse-delivered Dietary Intervention?

Investigators: Associate Professor Kirsten Coppell, Trish Freer, Dr Sally Abel, Professor Lisa Whitehead, 
Professor David Tipene-Leach, Dr Andrew Gray, Professor Tony Merriman, Dr Trudy Sullivan, Dr Jeremy Krebs, 
Dr Leigh Perreault
Pre-diabetes is a high-risk state for the development 
of type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM) and cardiovascular 
disease. Regression to normoglycaemia, even if transient, 
significantly reduces the risk of developing T2DM. 
The primary aim of this mixed-methods study is to 
determine if there are clinically relevant differences among 
those with pre-diabetes and excess weight who regress to 
normoglycaemia, those who have persistent pre-diabetes 
and those who progress to T2DM following participation 
in a 6-month primary care nurse-delivered pre-diabetes 
dietary intervention. Incidence of T2DM at 2 years will be 
examined. Over 350 people have been recruited unto the 
study and all 6-month data has been collected with some 
participants having completed the two year data collection 
phase. Participants were recruited through eight primary 
care practices in Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand. Trained 
primary care nurses delivered a 6-month structured dietary 
intervention, followed by quarterly reviews for 18 months 
post-intervention.

Clinical data, data on lifestyle factors and health-related 
quality of life (HR-QoL) and blood samples are being 
collected (baseline, 6 months, 12 months and 24 months). 
In addition, sixty participants have been interviewed 
about their experience of the intervention and the 
factors that supported or acted as barriers to engaging. 

A potential cost savings analysis will be calculated from a 
funder’s perspective at 2 years.

Final data collection will be complete in 2021 and the team 
continue to publish data as this is available. The following 
articles have been published to date: 

Coppell, K., Freer, T., Abel, S., Whitehead, L., Tipene-Leach, 
D., Gray, A.R., … Perreault, L. (2019). What predicts regression 
from pre-diabetes to normal glucose regulation following a 
primary care nurse-delivered dietary intervention? A study 
protocol for a prospective cohort study. BMJ Open, 9, 
e033358. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-033358 

Abel, S., Whitehead, L., & Coppell, K. J. (2018). Making dietary 
changes following a diagnosis of prediabetes: A qualitative 
exploration of barriers and facilitators. Diabetic Medicine, 
35(12), 1693-1699. https://doi.org/10.1111/dme.13796 

Coppell, K., Abel, S., Freer, T., Gray, A., Sharp, K., 
Norton, J., Spedding, T., Ward L., & Whitehead, L. (2017). 
The effectiveness of a primary care nursing-led dietary 
intervention for prediabetes: a mixed methods pilot study. 
BMC Family Practice. 18, 106. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12875-
017-0671-8 

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Safety and Quality in Healthcare Research

Prevalence of Blood Sampling from Intravenous Cannulas post Insertion in Acute Healthcare

Investigators: Associate Professor Elisabeth Jacob, Dr Hugh Davies, Dr Linda Coventry, Dr Carol Wang, 
Alycia Jacob, Laurita & Samantha Keogh
A study on the prevalence and practice of blood 
sampling from peripheral intravenous cannulas (PIVCs) 
by Australian nurses has just been published ahead 
of print in the nursing journal Collegian. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.colegn.2019.07.010

Sampling blood from PIVCs offers an alternative 
to venipuncture by only inflicting injury once on 
cannulation, but opponents argue against the 
practice due to concerns of haemolysis, risk of 
infection and device failure. The study used a 
descriptive cross-sectional design and data were 
collected from acute care nurses across Australia 
using an electronic survey between September and 
December 2017. 

A total of 542 nurses participated in the survey. 
Sampling of blood from PIVCs occurred between 
37.5% and 66.7% across States and Territories. 
Sampling of blood through a PIVC most frequently 
occurred in the emergency department (n=93, 53.4%). 
The most common reasons given were difficulty of 
access (n=223, 66.0%), followed by patient comfort 
(n=194, 57.4%). Variations in the prevalence and 
practice of PIVC blood sampling found across Australia 
may be partly explained by differences in practice 
recommendations by health governing authorities on 
when to sample blood and correct sampling technique 
to follow based on limited or conflicting evidence. 
Further research is required to examine the accuracy 
and safety of this practice to further inform policy.

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Translation of Research
At the Centre we collaborate with our industry partners to develop research programs targeted to identify clinical 
solutions that can be translated into tangible outcomes. The impact of research on clinical and policy outcomes can 
take many years and in the 2019 ARC assessment of Engagement and Impact we were delighted that the case study 
submitted by Professors Di Twigg AM and Christine Duffield on the impact of their research was assessed as “high”. 
This means that the mechanisms to encourage the translation of research into impacts beyond academia are highly 
effective and well-integrated, an important achievement and outcome. 

Ensuring optimal patient outcomes by determining the appropriate levels and numbers of nurse staffing and 
skill mix to safely manage patient demands – appropriate nurse:patient ratios research improving nursing 
workload policies and laws

Investigators: Professor Christine Duffield, Professor Di Twigg AM
Professors Di Twigg AM and Christine Duffield determined 
the ratio between nurse staffing (the number and 
skill mix of nurses) and patient outcomes, and found 
that as it increases, so does in-hospital mortality. 
This research had widespread interest, both nationally and 
internationally and has impacted workforce modelling, 
nurses’ working conditions, staffing and nurses’ workload 
policy, union wage and condition negotiations, and 
determinations where expert witness opinion has been 
required. Specifically, the research has underpinned 
health service workforce campaigns (e.g. the Australian 
Nursing and Midwifery Federation’s ’Ratios for Aged Care: 
Make Them Law Now’ and the NSW Nursing and Midwifery 
Association’s ‘Ratios: It’s a matter of life or death’) and 

workforce position papers (e.g. Australian College of 
Nurses and the International Council of Nurses).

Additionally, the research has informed nursing 
union negotiations and court cases in Australia and 
internationally, on state and territory workload models 
and monitoring systems, and in international fora, such as 
the International Council of Nurses (a federation of more 
than 130 national nurses’ associations, representing the 
more than 20 million nurses worldwide). By supporting 
the argument to maintain lower nurse:patient ratios or to 
reduce them further, patient outcomes across the nation 
and in other parts of the world have been improved. 
This research has a long legacy of influence across 
Australia and overseas. 

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Our Partners and selected 
Industry Projects
We continue to collaborate with our industry partners to develop translational research programs. This enables 
us to generate the best possible evidence to inform clinical practice. 

Osborne Park Hospital
We continued our work with Osborne Park Hospital focusing on stroke survivors and the elderly. The Osborne Park Hospital 
was established in 1962 and is a community general hospital that provides comprehensive specialist health care services 
for the north metropolitan suburbs. Their specialties include rehabilitation and aged care, surgical services, allied health 
services, antenatal care, and women’s and newborn services. 

The hospital also provides our Master of Nursing (Graduate Entry) students with clinical experience whilst undertaking 
research programs developed to address the key clinical priorities of the hospital. Our students work together in groups on 
specific topics and are supported by Academic mentors from the School of Nursing and Midwifery, and Clinical mentors 
from the Osborne Park Hospital. Please see our section on “Our Students” for the topics being researched at the Osborne 
Park Hospital.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
A pilot study examining the impact of a Stroke Peer 
Support Program (SPSP) at a community hospital on stroke 
survivors and volunteer peer supporters

Rosemary Saunders, Renee Graham, Caroline Bulsara, 
Karla Seaman, Suzanne Robinson, Angela Christiansen, 
Marcella Cranny-Connolly, Louise Hancock, Kien Chan

Off-road driving assessments for older people with 
cognitive impairment: A systematic review

Linda Coventry, Mary King, Vicki Patton

Hollywood Private Hospital
Our partnership with Hollywood Private Hospital commenced in 2017 with the joint appointment of a collaborative 
Research Fellow from the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University to enable clinically driven research with 
clinical staff from the hospital.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
My Hip Journey – The impact of a virtual recovery program 
for total hip replacement

Rosemary Saunders, Lisa Whitehead, Bev Ewens, 
Karla Seaman, Katherine Ashford, Kathy Pedler, Judith 
McDowell, Trudy Sullivan, Karen Gullick

Quality of end of life care in hospital: A multi- faceted 
study of end of life care and perceptions of bereaved 
family and clinical staff

Rosemary Saunders, Anne Wilkinson, Susan Alexander, 
Karen Gullick, A Davray, A White, Karla Seaman, Courtney 
Glass, Julie Andrews

Discharge planning: The patient’s perspective David Dineen, Rosemary Saunders, Kathy Pedler, Sonia 
Cibesku, Judith McDowell, Karla Seaman, Renee Graham

Graduate nurse programs: Making change and leading 
the way through quality improvement projects

Emma Wood, Adam Coleman, Patricia Gurney, Emily 
Kuzich, Rosemary Saunders, Courtney Glass

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Perth Children’s Hospital
Our collaboration with Perth Children’s Hospital commenced in 2018 following the joint appointment between the School 
of Nursing and Perth Children’s Hospital of Professor of Nursing (Children and Young People) Evalotte Morelius. In 2019, 
we appointed a Research Fellow, Dr Stephanie Smith, who continues to assist Professor Morelius with many projects and 
research outputs. 

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
Nursing research priorities Evalotte Morelius, Mandie Foster, Fenella Gill

Consumer priority setting Evalotte Morelius, Fenella Gill, Ailsa Munns, Anne McKenzie

Parental sleep when the child is sick, WA Evalotte Morelius, Stephanie Smith, Mary Tallon 

A concept analysis of parental sleep when the child is sick Evalotte Morelius, Stephanie Smith, Mary Tallon

Parents’ stress when the child is sick, WA Evalotte Morelius, Stephanie Smith, Mary Tallon, 
Garth Kendall

Telethon Kids Institute
In 2019, we continued our partnership with the Telethon Kids Institute and worked together on exploring the health 
beliefs and behaviours of young Aboriginal people and their families across Western Australia living with type 2 diabetes 
mellitus. Type 2 diabetes is the fastest growing chronic disease amongst young people worldwide, disproportionately 
influencing indigenous populations across all continents. Our collaboration will also contribute to knowledge of this 
under-researched population and generate tools for practice through the development of culturally informed principles 
for practice.

We are pleased to be working with Telethon Kids Institute specialists in this area and hope the partnership will continue to 
grow through collaborative projects that aim improve the health and wellbeing of children and their families.

The Telethon Kids Institute is based within Perth Children’s Hospital, and is one of the largest and most successful medical 
research institutes in Australia.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
Improving Aboriginal health and well-being: Young 
Aboriginal people and type 2 diabetes

Lisa Whitehead, Diana Arabiat, Mandy Towell- Barnard, 
Glenn Pearson, Elizabeth Davis, Louise Maple-Brown

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
Our longstanding partnership with Sir Charles Gairdner hospital has seen the generation of a number of joint positions 
aimed at developing clinically driven programs to the benefit of staff, patients and the wider community.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
The CONTRAST research program: Comparing Magnet 
attributes in nursing between Australia and the 
United States

Alexandra McCarthy, Linda Stone, Fiona Coyer, 
Linda Coventry

Prevalence of pressure injury over 20 years at a 
tertiary hospital

Linda Coventry, Nicole Walsh, Sue Davis, Di Twigg

Introducing an intervention to improve adherence to 
pressure injury evidence based guidelines

Linda Coventry, Nicole Walsh, Michelle Ong, Di Twigg, 
Kevin Murray, Shirely Jansen

The development of a vascular access cannulation 
complexity instrument

Linda Coventry, Jon Hosking, Doris Chan, Di Twigg, 
Mandy Towell-Barnard, Caire Rickard

Pressure injury (nurses knowledge and attitudes) Linda Coventry, Amanda Towell-Barnard, Nicole Walsh, 
Di Twigg

Development and implementation of a Professional 
Practice Model to articulate “How we practice nursing 
at Charlies”

Linda Coventry, Susan Slatyer, Sue Davis, Di Twigg

Independent predictors of successful vascular access 
cannulation in haemodialysis patients

Linda Coventry, Jon Hosking, Doris Chan, Di Twigg, 
Mandy Towell-Barnard, C Rickard

A pilot randomised controlled trial to compare failure 
rates between anti-infective CVC, PICC and anti-infective 
PICC lines

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Linda Coventry, Di Twigg, Peter 
Carr, Gavin Jackson, Claire Rickard, Rob Palmer, Bobby 
Kemp, Charley Budgeon, Welma Van Schalkwyk, Phil Bull, 
Stuart Baker

Cognitive Impairment and Readmission rates in Patients 
with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus Admitted to the Acute Care 
Setting: A Cohort Study

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, Linda 
Coventry, Gloria Daniels, Di Twigg, Sue Davis, 
Narelle Cusack

Insulin Stabilisation Ambulatory Program for Inpatients 
Discharged from Hospital – “Virtual Ward”

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Linda Coventry, Gloria Daniels, 
Di Twigg, Sue Davis, Narelle Cusack, Nick Gibson, 
Kevin Murray

Survival skills education for patients with DM in the acute 
care setting SCGH

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, Linda 
Coventry, Gloria Daniels, Di Twigg, Sue Davis, Narelle 
Cusack

Nurses’ descriptions and practices of family engagement 
in intensive care settings: An international, multisite 
qualitative-descriptive study

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Bev Ewens, Sandra Eggenberger, 
Petra Brysiewicz, Rahel Naef, Patricia Beirwaltes, Vico 
Chiang, David Clisbee, Junko Honda, Martin Nagl-Cupal, 
Ann Price, Anna Richardson, Sandra Richardson, Tara 
Tehan, Jennifer de Beer

Evaluation of a remote symptom assessment and 
monitoring (SAM) system for people receiving adjuvant 
chemotherapy for breast or colorectal cancer

Lisa Whitehead, Jo Dewar, Debbie Brown, Deborah Kirk 
Walker, Di Twigg, Laura Emery

The experiences of patients with class III obesity and their 
journey in the acute care setting: A heuristic inquiry

Bev Ewens, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Jacqui Lofthouse,  
Anne  Matthews, Naree Cowen, Lisa Whitehead

The experiences of nurses caring for patients with 
class III obesity in an acute care setting: A qualitative 
descriptive study

Bev Ewens, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Jacqui Lofthouse,  
Anne Matthews, Naree Cowen, Pip Brennan, 
Lisa Whitehead

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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St John of God Midland Public and Private Hospitals
Our partnership with Midland Public and Private Hospital commenced in 2017, and was developed to address clinical 
issues that ensure the hospital’s maternity services provide woman-centred maternity care.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
The role of sleep duration and quality in vitamin D 
metabolism and their association with glucose metabolism 
in pregnancy

Maryam Mosavat, Lisa Whitehead, Diana Arabiat, 
Aisling Smyth

Joondalup Health Campus
Our collaborative projects with the JHC has seen growth in research programs mutually developed to generate outcomes 
that will inform clinical practice.

PROJECT TITLE INVESTIGATORS
The voices of school-aged children within an Australian 
and New Zealand hospital

Mandie Foster, Lisa Whitehead, Linda Frost

Foot care: Point prevalence study Ma’en Abu-Qamar, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa 
Whitehead, Yvonne Tatham, Shareen Van Kempen, 
Vivien Kemp

The impact of a recovery program on mental health 
outcomes of ICU survivors: An intervention study

Bev Ewens, Lisa Whitehead, Karla Seaman, Deb Sundin, 
Joyce Hendricks, Mandy Towell Barnard

Exploring knowledge of delirium across a metropolitan 
hospital to determine ongoing educational needs 
amongst clinical staff

Bev Ewens, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, 
Karla Seaman

Incidence of delirium during hospital stay and outcomes Bev Ewens, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, 
Karla Seaman, Michelle Young, Kevin Kwan, Sue Davel, 
Janelle Black, Kellie Steer, Melanie Hutchison, Christine 
Hale, Elly Marillier, Jus Judge, Lydia Lyon, Anthony Ryan, 
Angela Smith, Mae Ong

Patients and families experiences of delirium in an acute 
care setting

Bev Ewens, Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, 
Michelle Young, Melanie Hutchinson, Sue Davel, 
Kevin Kwan, Sally Clements

Evaluation of point of care testing of glycaemic control 
(HbA1c) prior to elective surgery for patients with diabetes 
and identification of undiagnosed Type 2 diabetes: an 
observational study

Mandy Towell-Barnard, Lisa Whitehead, Yvonne Tatham, 
Kevin Murray, Diana Arabiat, Ma’en Abu-Qamar, 
Susan Fogarty

Action research study: Development and implementation 
of a new antenatal triage service at Joondalup 
Health Campus

Sara Bayes, Brendon Burns

Trans-disciplinary child research consortium Sara Bayes, Lynne Priddis, Caroline Barratt-Pugh, 
Julie Ann Pooley

Midwives’ satisfaction with the practice environment and 
their intention to stay in their job and midwifery

Sara Bayes, Brendon Burns, Gemma Doleman

Prevalence of blood sampling from intravenous cannulas 
post insertion in acute healthcare

Elisabeth Jacob, Linda Coventry, Hugh Davies, 
Alycia Jacob, Maggie Husain

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University
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International 
Collaborations

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS

KEY

 Countries involved 
 in collaborations

NATIONAL COLLABORATIONS

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

NEW SOUTH
WALES

VICTORIA

TAS

ACT

QUEENSLAND

ECU JOONDALUP

WA Collaborations

4

12

2

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

PERTH MAP

KEY

 No. of collaborations 
 in each state

 WA collaborations 
 in the Perth region

#

4

32

National 
Collaborations

Our Collaborations
In 2019, we collaborated on projects with external researchers from 10 countries, 11 institutions nationally, 
and 32 institutions locally. 

22



Our Students 2019

Higher Degree by Research – PhD Students

Student Supervisors Thesis Title
Lydia Babatunde-
Bulndi

Deborah Ireson (P)
Sara Bayes (A)

A community participatory approach to reduce risk factors associated 
with obstetric fistula among reproductive women at Fistula Centre in 
Jos, Nigeria.

Tania Beament Diane Twigg (P)
Amanda Towell 
Barnard (A)

Improving the recognition of and response to the deteriorating patient 
in acute care: A translational research project.

Dianne Bloxsome Sara Bayes (P)
Deborah Ireson (A)

“I love being a midwife; it's who I am”: A Glaserian Grounded Theory 
Study of why midwives stay in midwifery.

Katherine Buchanan Sara Bayes (P)
Deborah Ireson (A)
Clare Davison (A)

Midwifery led care supporting the agency of childbearing women.

Charlotte Chapman* Sara Bayes (P)
Moira Sim (A)
Anne WIlkinson (A)

A qualitative study into the communication surrounding the initiation 
and withdrawal of non-invasive ventilation (niv) in people with motor 
neurone disease.

Amanda Cole Lisa Whitehead (P)
Beverly Ewens (A)
Julie Ann Pooley (A)

The family experience of ‘living well’ with depression.

Patricia Cook Lisa Whitehead (P)
Deborah Kirk Walker (A)
Trish Williams (A)

Early patient reporting of side effects of Pembrolizumab in the 
treatment of malignant melanoma – patients’ experiences.

Martina Costello Olivia Gallagher (P)
Deborah Sundin (C)

How a mobile app (mHealth) supports the learning and practice of 
newly qualified Nurses in the absence of Staff Development Nurses. 
Perth, Western Australia: an intervention study.

Carol Crevacore Christine Duffield (P)
Elisabeth Jacob (A)
Linda Coventry (A)

Delegation practices between the Registered Nurse and the Assistant 
in Nursing in the acute care setting in Western Australia.

Norman Davies Caroline Vafeas (P)
Vicki Patton (AD)
Silvana Bettiol (AD)

Can simple additional infection control strategies impact the incidence 
and duration of outbreaks of gastrointestinal infections in residential 
aged care facilities?

Sara Davis Sara Bayes (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

The development of a tool to identify barriers and enablers to change 
in midwifery practice settings: A participatory action research study.

Annemarie De Leo Sara Bayes (P)
Janice Butt (AD)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

Closing the midwifery theory-practice gap: Development of 
an interactive online evidence implementation resource for 
change-leader midwives.

Lisa Devlin Caroline Vafeas (P)
Christine Duffield (C)
Janine Alan (A)

Career aspirations of assistants in nursing working in the aged 
care setting. 

Helen Falcus Linda Coventry (P)
Mandie Foster (A)
Aisling Smyth (A)

Food allergy and Food Induced Anaphylaxis.

Fiona Foxall* Deborah Sundin (P)
Amanda Towell-
Barnard (A)
Beverly Ewens (A)

Whose death is it anyway? Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment: 
An exploration of the experiences of intensive care nurses and doctors.

Elizabeth Gatonga Amanda Towell-
Barnard (P)
Caroline Vafeas (A)

The lived experience of patients following total laryngectomy in 
Western Australia.

Amanda Graf Diane Twigg (P)
Elisabeth Jacob (A)
Barbara Nattabi (AD)

A mixed method study on nursing graduate support programs in rural 
and remote areas of Western Australia.

P = Principal Supervisor   C = Co-Principal Supervisor   A = Associate Supervisors   AD = Adjunct Supervisors   * = Completed in 2019
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Student Supervisors Thesis Title
Helena Halton Lisa Whitehead (P)

Diane Twigg (A)
Improving outcomes of acute heart failure.

Charmaine 
Hammond

Amanda Towell-
Barnard (P)
Caroline Vafeas (A)

Topic: Obesity and primary health care.

Davina Houghton Diana Arabiat (P)
Evalotte Morelius (A)
Deborah Ireson (A)

Topic: Idiopathic constipation among children.

Yakubu Ismaila Sara Bayes (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

Factors affecting the delivery of quality maternity care in Ghana: 
A grounded theory study.

Tulip Jones Deb Ireson (P)
Kylie McCullough (A)

ED-nurses’ confidence in caring for adolescents with mental health 
issues: A participatory action research study.

Jerric Jose Caroline Vafeas (P)
Elisabeth Jacob (A)

Topic: Assessing the adequacy perceived by the nurses working in 
sub-acute wards on dementia care training provided to them.

Kunwarbir Kaur Maen Abu-Qamar (P) 
Amineh Rashidi (A)

Perception, Knowledge and awareness of personal risk factors for 
coronary heart disease among Indian Migrants 25 to 45 years of age 
living in Melbourne.

Madalo Kuchawo Lisa Whitehead (P)
Deborah Kirk Walker (A)

Topic: Assessing the effects of a self-management education and 
support programme for diabetes patients using mobile phones in 
Liliongwe, Malawi.

Christine Mackey Lisa Whitehead (P)
Linda Coventry (A)
Deborah Sundin (A)
Lucy Gent (AD)

Does baseline temperature affect clinical outcomes for patients with 
febrile neutropenia following bone marrow transplant?

Fungai Mbengo Amanda Towell-
Barnard (P)
Ester Adama (A)
Carol Wang (A)

Effects of the YOLO intervention to promote resilience in youth at risk of 
HIV infection: A mixed methods approach.

Tania McWilliams Diane Twigg (P)
Joyce Hendricks (AD)

Best practice in acute paediatric burn management: Compliance and 
influencing factors in Western Australia.

Sara Morris Deborah Sundin (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

Student midwives’ attitudes towards women using alternative cephalic 
version techniques.

Maryam Mosavat Lisa Whitehead (P)
Diana Arabiat (A)
Aisling Smyth (A)

The role of sleep duration and quality in vitamin D metabolism and their 
association with glucose metabolism in pregnancy.

Joyce Muge Caroline Vafeas (P)
Lisa Whitehead (A)

The influence of carer burden on the early admission of elderly 
individuals living with dementia into a residential aged care facility.

Thi Ngoc Minh 
Nguyen

Lisa Whitehead (P)
Dana Dermody (A)
Rosemary Saunders (A)

Cultural beliefs, health seeking behaviours and perceived health 
needs among Vietnam-born Australians living with chronic disease in 
Western Australia.

Melanie Murray* Deborah Sundin (P)
Vicki Cope (A)

Linking patient safety to clinical practice: The insight of new graduate 
registered nurses.

Judith Ngwenya Deborah Sundin (P)
Kylie McCullough (A)

An Evaluation of Guidelines on Suturing Minor Lacerations by 
Registered Nurses in the Wheatbelt Region of Western Australian 
Country Health Service.

Phuntsho Om Lisa Whitehead (P)
Amanda Towell-
Barnard (A)
Caroline Vafeas (A)

The experiences of previously homeless older adults relocated to a 
residential aged care facility in Bhutan: A narrative inquiry.

Violet Platt Diane Twigg (P)
Deborah Kirk Walker (A)
Angela Christiansen (A)

Making the invisible visible – The unseen role of medical oncology 
nurses.

P = Principal Supervisor   C = Co-Principal Supervisor   A = Associate Supervisors   AD = Adjunct Supervisors   * = Completed in 2019
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Student Supervisors Thesis Title
Sibi Roy Olivia Gallagher (P)

Dana Dermody (A)
A better management of deteriorating patients in a subacute specialist 
rehabilitation hospital – a mixed method study.

Mary Ryder Elisabeth Jacob (P)
Joyce Hendricks (AD)

Topic: Nurse practitioners and leadership.

Afia Achiaa Sarpong Diane Twigg (P)
Gemma Doleman (A)
Lucy Gent (AD)
Kasia Bail (AD)

Monitoring hospital performance in the care of complex patients: 
evaluating the risks of "Failures to Maintain".

Rebecca Schultz Lisa Whitehead (P)
Ma’en Abu-Qamar (A)
Renee Kirkham (AD)

Chronic condition management in indigenous communities.

Bronwyn Smith Beverley O’Connell (P)
Susan Alexander (A)

The care experiences of oldest of old people in the Emergency 
Department: A critical ethnographic study.

Ulrich Steinwandel Nick Gibson (P)
Amada Towell-
Barnard (A)

Ultrasound measurements on the inferior vena cava by renal nursing 
staff for assessment and management of intravascular volume status in 
haemodialysis patients. 

Marina Weckend Sara Bayes (P)
Clare Davison (A)

A mixed-method investigation of resting periods during physiological 
labour.

Heidi Williams Carol Wang (P)
Sara Bayes (A)

Acupuncture in Midwifery.

Krystyl Wissemann Diana Arabiat (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

Exploring Western Australian midwives’ perspectives on vaginal seeding 
and the impact on their practice.

Maggie Zgambo Diana Arabiat (P)
Deborah Ireson (A)

Social-cultural context of HIV risk in adolescents and young people 
living with HIV in Malawi.

P = Principal Supervisor   C = Co-Principal Supervisor   A = Associate Supervisors   AD = Adjunct Supervisors   * = Completed in 2019
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Higher Degree by Research – Master by Research Students

Student Supervisors Thesis Title
Edah Anyango Angela Christiansen (P)

Gina Richards (A)
What value does the role of the nurse educator add in working with 
staff (RNs) in the workplace to enhance nursing care

Annabelle Arnold Linda Coventry (P)
Michaela Lucas (A)
Mandie Foster (A)

Exploration of clinical outcomes for children with and without an 
antibiotic allergy admitted to the Children Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program: A retrospective cohort study

Sushma Bhandari 
Kunwar

Caroline Vafeas (P)
Rosemary Saunders (A)

End-of-Life care in residential aged care: The perceptions of bereaved 
family members.

Melanie 
Buhlmann*

Beverly Ewens (P)
Amineh Rashidi (A)

Moving on after living with the impact of critical incidents in health care 
– an interpretive description of the perception of nurses and midwives

Agatha 
Caracciolo

Beverley Ewens (P)
Ma’en Abu-Qamar (A)

An exploration of the factors that impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students when completing higher education studies. 

Annie Yen-Hua 
Chang

Linda Coventry (P)
Evalotte Morelius (A)

Reliability of the simplified Finnegan Neonatal Abstinence Scoring 
system (sFNAS) compared with the original FNAS.

Tracy Coward Lisa Whitehead (P)
Gideon de Jong (AD)

Assessing and monitoring side effects of an antipsychotic medication

Jennifer Hamilton Sheila Mortimer-Jones (P)
Amanda Cole (C)

Can an optimum length of stay for private psychiatric admissions be 
identified?

Kimberly Lock Amanda Towell- 
Barnard (P)
Vicki Patton (AD)

Monitoring and Treatment of Hyperglycaemia in the Perioperative and 
Postoperative Periods in Patients with and without Diabetes Mellitus

Karen McCarthy* Deborah Sundin (P)
Elisabeth Jacob (A)

Evaluation of a ward-based Nurse Clinical Educator role on 
undergraduate nursing student and clinical nursing preceptor outcomes

Peri Mickle Linda Coventry (P)
Beverly Ewens (A)
Dale Currigan (AD)

The effect of an immediate pre-operative haemoglobin blood test on 
hip fracture patient outcomes: A before and after cohort study

Sabine Pangerl Deborah Sundin (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)
Scott White (AD)

Implementation of a rapid intrapartum Group B Streptococcus (GBS) 
screening among women in a Midwifery Group Practice and its impact 
upon test compliance and antibiotic use in labour

Emma Ritchie Sara Bayes (P)
Clare Davison (A)

What Makes a Birth or Death Sacred? The Lived Experiences of 
Midwives and Palliative Care Nurses.

Rozita Samandari 
Mohammadi

Diana Arabiat (P)
Sadie Geraghty (AD)

Aboriginal men's perceptions and experiences of childbirth: A three-
generation study

Dianne Tomlinson* Deborah Sundin (P)
Gideon de Jong (AD)
Jennifer Sharpe (AD)

An exploration of laryngomalacia: A qualitative case study

P = Principal Supervisor   C = Co-Principal Supervisor   A = Associate Supervisors   AD = Adjunct Supervisors   * = Completed in 2019
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Master of Nursing Projects 
with Our Industry Partners 
Hollywood Private Hospital

Topic Nurses’ experiences caring for patients with 
delirium in an acute setting

Mentor Dr Amanda Towell-Barnard

Students Homa Keirkhah, Rebecca Scullion, 
James Mitchell, Dale White

Topic Patient experiences of an e-health program 
for total hip replacement

Mentor Karla Seaman & Dr Rosemary Saunders

Students Chantelle Lynch, Debra Crompton, 
Dorji Penjor, Sonali-Sagar, Caron Taona

Topic An observational study exploring the factors 
which affect nutritional intake in a cohort 
of moderately at risk patients in an acute 
care setting

Mentor Dr Bev Ewens

Students Megan Williams, Joseph Erekaha, 
Savneet Sidhu, Kanti Langer

Topic The incidence of foot problems in an acute 
hospital setting

Mentor Dr Ma’en Abu-Qamar

Students Grayson Olbrich, Rupinder Sidhu, 
Millicent Kosgei, Parth Patel

Joondalup Health Campus

Topic An evaluation of the frail adult pathway in 
an acute care setting

Mentor Dr Bev Ewens

Students Diane Cooper, Sonia Sandhu, Lauren De Vos, 
Claire Bayliss, Sami Band

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

Topic Adherence to evidence based guidelines and 
indwelling urinary catheter management

Mentor Dr Linda Coventry

Students Adina Job, Ashleigh Whyte, Xiaohua Liu, 
Hardeep Kaur

Topic What are nurses perceptions of escalation 
practices for the deteriorating patient?

Mentor Helena Halton

Students Hanna Solomon, Melissa Perry, 
Shanthi Andrew, Nicolette Sagaram

WA Country Health Service

Topic Exploring nurses experiences of, and skill 
development in, rural telehealth

Mentor Dr Deb Sundin

Students Melinda Goode, Kiranjeet Dadhiala, 
David Chung, Nate Pintabona

Myvista Aged Care

Topic The perceptions and experiences of those 
entering residential aged care

Mentor Dr Olivia Gallagher

Students Alexander Lynch, Alice Mburu, Sarah Farid, 
Namgay Tenzin, Gemma Veling

Osborne Park Hospital

Topic Student volunteers experiences of 
supporting patients in a rehabilitation unit

Mentor Dr Rosemary Saunders

Students Estelita Reyes, Maggie Bignell, Gayatri Mishra

Sexual Health Quarters

Topic The perceptions of youth on accessing STI 
services of Sexual Health Quarters

Mentor Dr Gideon de Jong

Students Sara Field, Cait Rockett, Vishvas Aghera, 
Zhiqi Yin

Juniper 

Topic What do care recipients and family believe 
are the most important aspects of care

Mentor Dr Amineh Rashidi

Students Abhishek Bambah, Maybelle Burke, 
Daphine Moseti

Independent Practitioner 
Network

Topic The experience of adults with multimorbidity

Mentor Professor Lisa Whitehead

Students Shannon Browning, Jessica Ferris.
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Higher Degree by Research 
Courses Available
Master of Nursing (Research) 
Prepares students to be independent researchers with 
the ability to develop and implement a research proposal 
relevant to nursing. The course is directed both at students 
with an interest in research and those planning a research 
career, preparing nurses to practice in the field of nursing 
research. This course is available to both domestic and 
international students to study at our Joondalup campus 
or online.

Master of Midwifery (Research)
This research Masters prepares students to be 
independent researchers with the ability to develop and 
implement a research proposal relevant to midwifery. 
The course is directed both at students with an interest in 
research and those planning a research career. This course 
is available to both domestic and international students to 
study at our Joondalup campus or online.

Doctor of Philosophy
A Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) is an opportunity to 
pursue a topic you're passionate about at the highest 
academic level. A PhD is an independent, supervised 
research project that is assessed on the submission of 
a thesis or creative work and exegesis. This course may 
be undertaken in any School within ECU, provided there 
are supervisors available in your proposed research area, 
and the resources and facilities required to complete 
your proposed project are accessible. ECU encourages 
interdisciplinary research that may span two or more 
disciplines. As a PhD candidate, you will be expected 
to develop a project that can be completed in three 
years full-time. You may submit your thesis any time 
after two years of full-time study, and the maximum 
course duration for a PhD is four years full-time. A PhD 
is a significant undertaking, and if enrolled full-time you 
are expected to commit at least 35 hours per week to 
your research. This courses is open to both domestic and 
international students.

Doctor of Philosophy 
(Integrated)
The Doctor of Philosophy (Integrated) is a research 
degree commencing with a cohort-based foundation 
year of research preparation followed by an independent, 
supervised research project. The subjects covered in the 
first year support the development of the research project 
and include generic research training and discipline-
specific units. 

These provide you with strategies for a successful 
research journey, appropriate research design and 
methodology, timely completion, and effective writing 
and communication skills. You must achieve an overall 
weighted average mark (WAM) of 70% in the first year of 
research preparation in order to continue into the thesis 
component of the course.

A PhD(I) may be undertaken in any School within ECU, 
provided there are supervisors available in your proposed 
research area, and the resources and facilities required 
to complete your proposed project are accessible. 
ECU encourages interdisciplinary research that may span 
multiple research fields and Schools. We encourage 
you to view the Research Activity pages of the School 
websites for ECUs areas of research focus. This course is 
open to both domestic and international students at our 
Joondalup and Mount Lawley campuses.

For more information on our higher degree by research 
courses, please visit our website www.ecu.edu.au/schools/
nursing-and-midwifery/course

Research project 
opportunities 
Are you interested in undertaking a Higher Degree by 
Research? Whether it is a Masters by Research or a 
Doctorate of Philosophy, we have many projects that 
researchers have proposed for you should you wish to 
continue and further shape this work. These may be 
individual projects, or collaborations with other institutions 
or industry partners. In some cases, the projects may also 
include funding opportunities such as scholarships. 

We encourage you to look at our website for available 
projects and submit an application to Admissions, or 
alternatively, submit a proposal for an original research 
idea that we will review and discuss with you. For listed 
projects, please see the link below.

www.ecu.edu.au/centres/graduate-research-school/
postgraduate-research-project-opportunities/schools/
school-of-nursing-and-midwifery 
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Higher Degree by Research 
Completions

Doctorate of Philosophy
Dr Ulrich Steinwandel

Ultrasound measurements 
on the inferior vena cava 
by renal nursing staff for 
assessment and management 
of intravascular volume status in 
haemodialysis patients. 
Supervisors: Dr Nick Gibson & 
Dr Amada Towell-Barnard

Dr Ulrich Steinwandel has extensive clinical experience 
in the area of haemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis. 
With over 32 years clinical experience, Ulrich decided to 
undertake a Phd due to having a keen interest in improving 
health outcomes in patients with chronic kidney disease. 

Ulrich’s research demonstrated that renal nurses can 
successfully use ultrasound technology as a non-invasive 
method to assess the fluid status in haemodialysis 
patients. Furthering his PhD work, Ulrich has plans on 
researching whether renal nurses can use ultrasound 
technology successfully prior to cannulation of 
haemodialysis patients and investigating the decline in 
residual renal output function in haemodialysis patients 
during their first year on maintenance haemodialysis.

Dr Fiona Foxall

Whose death is it anyway? 
Withdrawal of life-sustaining 
treatment: An exploration of the 
experiences of intensive care 
nurses and doctors
Supervisors: Dr Deb Sundin, 
Dr Amanda Towell-Barnard & 
Dr Beverley Ewens.

Whose death is it anyway? The thesis, using narrative 
inquiry, provided an exploration of the experiences of 
intensive care nurses and doctors to determine the 
factors that influence decision-making and the process of 
withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment in a tertiary setting 
in Australia. The study’s findings challenge the role of the 
family in end-of-life decision-making and determined 
differences in ethical perspectives between nurses and 
doctors. Nurses’ priorities lay with the alleviation of 
suffering but doctors did not wish to traumatise a patients’ 
family, which could lead to the patient's dying process 
being protracted. 

Fiona’s initial interest in this topic arose when working as a 
clinical nurse in intensive care; she considered end-of-life 
care could be sub-optimal. She will be working with 
intensive care staff in the future to undertake further 
research in this field, to enhance such care in the future.

Fiona was also the 2019 recipient of the School of Nursing 
and Midwifery Research medal.

Dr Clare Davison 

Looking back, moving forward: 
Privately Practising Midwives in 
Western Australia 
Supervisors: Professor Yvonne Hauck, 
Dr Bri McKenzi, & Associate Professor 
Bobbie Oliver

Dr Clare Davison studied at Curtin 
University under the supervision of 
Professor Yvonne Hauck, Dr Bri McKenzie and Associate 
Professor Bobbie Oliver. Her work, a historical narrative 
research study, sought to bridge the literature gap by 
investigating, analysing and describing the history of 
privately practicing midwives in Western Australia, from 
colonization to the present day. Clare shared her findings 
at several conferences in Australia and the United 
Kingdom, at the 14th Normal Labour and Birth Conference 
Labour History Conference and the Australian College of 
Midwives National Conference.

We look forward to seeing Clare’s continued contribution 
to midwifery knowledge through future research projects.
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Master of Nursing (Research)

Melanie Buhlmann

Moving on after living with the 
impact of critical incidents in 
health care – an interpretive 
description of the perception of 
nurses and midwives.
Supervisors: Dr Bev Ewens and & 
Dr Amineh Rashidi. 

Melanie’s study presented an 
opportunity to shed light on the perceptions of ‘nurse and 
midwife-second victims’ within a range of non-critical care 
settings. Through their lens, the strategies they engaged 
in to move-on from the event were identified and their call 
for organisational and collegial support received a voice.

Melanie will continue this work, with plans to commence a 
PhD in the near future.

Karen McCarthy

Evaluation of a ward-based 
Nurse Clinical Educator role on 
undergraduate nursing student 
and clinical nursing preceptor 
outcomes. 
Supervisors: Dr Deb Sundin & 
Associate Professor Elisabeth Jacob.

After a new role was implemented 
at the hospital, Karen recognised an 
opportunity for research and to contribute findings on the 
roles efficacy.

The study aimed to determine the impact of the 
implementation of a ward-based Nurse Clinical Educator 
(NCE) role on students and staff at one health service 
whilst students were on clinical practicum at a Western 
Australian regional health care facility. 

The study found the main impact of the NCE role was upon 
stress and time for both students and preceptors. Karen is 
interested in further projects related to nurse education.

Dianne Tomlinson

Laryngomalacia: More than just 
noisy breathing: a qualitative 
case study 
Supervisors: Dr Deborah 
Sundin, Dr Gideon de Jong & 
Dr Jennifer Sharp (retired). 

The study harnessed the opportunity 
to explore the complexities of 
laryngomalacia within a real-life 
context utilising Robert Stake’s ‘naturalistic case study’ 
approach. The aligned practice of responsive evaluation 
facilitated an open style of enquiry revealing perspectives 
from the studied family unit and multidisciplinary health 
professionals involved in their care, shedding new light on 
the phenomenon of laryngomalacia. Emergent themes 
included increased work of breathing and feeding, 
long standing swallow dysfunction, low tone, sensory 
dysregulation and other interrelated morbidities. The 
burden of care experienced by the affected family was 
considerable as they traversed the healthcare system. 
This study calls for a holistic multidisciplinary approach 
for babies identified as having laryngomalacia, with 
this research potentially providing platforms that may 
translate into better outcomes for affected babies, 
children and families.

Dianne will continue this work with plans to publish from 
the insights that have emerged from this research, with 
a desire to continue her enquiry into the phenomenon of 
laryngomalacia
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outcomes in the acute care setting. Journal of 
Advanced Nursing. 2019; 00: 1– 20. Doi:10.1111/jan.14194 

69. Wang, C.C., Ruifang, Z, & Tan, J. (2019). The 
history of Chinese medicine and acupuncture. 
Holistic Nursing Practice, 33(2), 90-94. Doi:10.1097/
HNP.0000000000000312
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70. Wang, C.C., Tan, J., & Williams, A. (2019). Safety and 
side effects of acupuncture therapy in Australia: 
A systematic review. European Journal of Integrative 
Medicine, 27, 81-89. Doi:10.1016/j.eujim.2019.03.004.

71. Whitehead, L. (2019). Interventions to increase 
attendance for diabetic retinopathy screening: 
A cochrane review summary. International Journal of 
Nursing Studies, 100. Doi:10.1016/j.ijnurstu.2018.10.002

72. Whitehead, L., & Kirk Walker, D. (2019). Home-based 
multidimensional survivorship programmes for breast 
cancer survivors. International Journal of Nursing 
Practice, online early view, e12756. Doi:10.1111/ijn.12756.

73. Whitehead, L., & Walker, D.K. (2019) Communication 
Skills Training for Health Care Professionals Who Work 
with Cancer Patients. The American Journal of Nursing, 
119(7), p. 45.

74. Whitehead, L., Ghosh, M., Kirk Walker, D., Bloxsome, 
D., Vafeas, C., & Wilkinson, A. (2019). The relationship 
between specialty nurse certification and patient, 
nurse and organizational outcomes: A systematic 
review. InternationalJournal of Nursing Studies, 93, 1-11. 
Doi:10.1016/j.ijnurstu.2019.02.001.

75. Wilson, H. A., Middleton, R., Abram. S. G. F., Smith, S., 
Abtin, A., Jackson, W. F et al. (2019). Patient relevant 
outcomes of unicompartmental versus total knee 
replacement: systematic review and meta-analysis. 
BMJ, 364, Doi:10.1136/bmj.l352

76. Wise, S., & Duffield, C. (2019). Has the search for better 
leadership come at the expense of management? 
International Journal of Nursing Studies, 97, A1-A2 
Doi:10.1016/j.ijnurstu.2019.04.002 

77. Zhang, H., Goh, S.H.L., Wu, X.V., Wang, W., & Mörelius 
E. (2019) Prelicensure nursing students' perspectives 
on video-assisted debriefing following high fidelity 
simulation: A qualitative study. Nurse Education Today, 
79, 1-7. Doi:10.1016/j.nedt.2019.05.001 

78. Zhang, H., Mörelius, E., Hong Li Goh, S., & 
Wang, W. (2019). Effectiveness of Video-Assisted 
Debriefing in Simulation-Based Health Professions 
Education: A Systematic Review of Quantitative 
Evidence. Nurse Educator, 44(3), E1-6. Doi:10.1097/
NNE.0000000000000562

79. Zheng, Q., Ge, L., Wang, C.C., Ma, Q., Liao, Y., Huang, 
P., Wang, G., Xie, Q., & Rask, M. (2019). Robot-assisted 
therapy for balance function rehabilitation after stroke: 
A systematic review and meta-analysis. International 
Journal of Nursing Studies, 95, 7-18. Doi:10.1016/j.
ijnurstu.2019.03.015.

Reports
Kiely, D., Fitzgerald, H., Matacz, R., Priddis, L., Bayes, S., 
Barrat-Pugh,, C., & Pooley, J. A. (2019). Better together: 
Supporting perinatal and infant mental health services. 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre, Edith Cowan University. 

Lewis, P., Collison, J., Whitehead, L., Howie, V., 
Feighan, S., Wiese, M., O’Reilly, K., Jaques, H., & Wilson, 
N. J. (2019). Demographic profile of the intellectual disability 
nursing workforce in Australia: Findings from a national 
survey. Journal of Intellectual & Developmental Disability.  
Doi:10.3109/13668250.2019.1685478 

Wilson, N.J., Lewis, P., Whitehead, L., Howie, V., Collison, 
J., Feighan, S., Wiese, M., O’Reilly, K., & Jaques, H. (2019). 
A national survey of Australian nurses who work with people 
with intellectual and developmental disability: Report to 
the Professional Association of Nurses in Developmental 
Disability, Australia (PANDDA) Inc. School of Nursing 
and Midwifery, Western Sydney University, Australia. 
Doi:10.26183/5d76e6d07efab

Book Chapters
AL Jabery, M., & Arabiat, D. H. (2019) Chronic Childhood 
Illness in the Arab World. In: Laher I. (eds) Handbook of 
Healthcare in the Arab World. Springer, Cham

Smyth, A., Gogarty, M., Crean, D., & Murphy, E.P. (2019). 
Subcellular Localization of NR4A2 Orphan Nuclear Receptor 
Expression in Human and Mouse Synovial Joint Tissue. 
In M. Z. Badr (Ed.) Nuclear Receptors – Methods and 
Experimental Protocols, (pp. 17-26). New York, NY: Humana.

Walker, D.K. (2019). Cardiovascular Symptoms. In J. M. Brant 
(Ed.), Core Curriculum for Oncology Nursing E-Book (6PthP 
ed., pp. 322 – 330). Elsevier Health Sciences.
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Adjunct 
Appointments
Adjunct appointments are made in recognition of important relationships with clinicians, policy makers and researchers.

 y Professor Leanne Monterosso

 y Associate Professor Joyce Hendricks

 y Associate Professor Susanne Davis

 y Associate Professor Violet Platt

 y Associate Professor Sadie Geraghty

 y Associate Professor Vicki Cope

 y Associate Professor Tracy Martin

 y Associate Professor Karen Bradley

 y Associate Professor Elisabeth Jacob 

 y Associate Professor Karen Gullick

 y Associate Professor Andrew Maiorana

 y Associate Professor Robina Redknap

 y Associate Professor Tony Dolan

 y Research Fellow Susan Slatyer

 y Senior Lecturer Judith Pugh

 y Senior Lecturer Kasia Bail

 y Senior Lecturer Gideon De Jong

 y Senior Lecturer Brian Nyatanga

 y Senior Lecturer Dale Currigan

 y Senior Lecturer Silvana Bettiol

 y Lecturer Irene Ngune

 y Lecturer Vicki Patton

Please note: Names in bold indicate author based in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Edith Cowan University

Grants 2019

Adama, E.A. Fathers Matter: Fathers experiences of caring 
for their late preterm infants in the neonatal unit. ECU Early 
Career Researcher Grant – 2019 ($30,000).

Coventry, L., & Evaluation of the Western Australian 
Haemodialysis Vascular Assessment Complexity instrument: 
content validity, reliability and predictive validity, Edith 
Cowan University, ECU Early Career Researcher Grant 
($30,000).

Dermody, D., Fritz, S., Naeem, J., Whitehead, L., Baldassar, 
L. Readiness to adopt health-assistive smart home 
technology in community-dwelling older adults. WA Nurses 
Memorial Charitable Trust ($5,196).

Dermody, D., Islam, S. M., & Naeem, J. The Implementation 
of Health-Assistive Smart Home Technology in 
Independently-Dwelling Older Adults. ECU Industry 
Engagement Grant ($30,000).

Matthews, A., Towell-Barnard, A, Whitehead, L. Examining 
consumer experiences of a tertiary hospital emergency 
department in Western Australia: A mixed methods study. 
Nursing & Midwifery Office WA, $29,500.

McCullough, K. (2019). Primary Health Care in practice: 
Validation of a Grounded Theory through observations of 
Remote Area Nursing practice. Early Career Research Grant 
– 2020 ($28,497).

O’Connell, B., Saunders, R., Coventry, L., Barnard, A., 
Thoresen, S., & Gullick, K. Evaluating nurse change-of-shift 
handovers at a private hospital, Edith Cowan University, 
ECU Industry Engagement Grant, 2019 – 2020, $75,798. 

O’Connell, B., Thoresen, S., Smyth, A., & Burton, J. 
Expanding the evidence base for early dementia 
intervention programs. ECU Industry Engagement Grant 
($45,052).

Thoresen, S., Chung, D., Cordier, R., Mendes, P., Ferrante, A., 
O’Dennell, M., Martin, R., Stratton, K., & Lund, S. Transitioning 
from out of home care: A longitudinal population-based 
study. Australian Research Council ($710,000)

Twigg, D. E., & Doleman, G. Core WA Data Set and 
Conceptual Framework Phase 2. Department of Health WA 
($20,045).

Twigg, D., Whitehead, L., Doleman, G. Systematic Review 
on Workload Methodologies, Department of Health WA, 
Grant, 2019 – 2020, $17,265.

Walker, D.K., Whitehead, L.,& Joske, D. Exploring cancer 
survivorship in a community setting. WA Cancer and 
Palliative Care Network ($18,105).

Wang, C.C. Developing a research-based clinical practice 
guideline for breast cancer patients to self-manage 
fatigue, insomnia and depression using moxibustion. ECU 
Early Career Researcher Grant – 2019 ($20,000).

Whitehead, L., Schultz, R., Arabiat D., Persaud, J., & 
Horgan, B. The impact of camps on physical, psychological 
and social outcomes in children and young people living 
with chronic musculoskeletal conditions. ECU Industry 
Engagement Grant ($58,976).

35



CRICOS IPC 00279B     40590_key2creative_3/20

GREENING ECU: Edith Cowan University is 
committed to reducing the environmental 
impact associated with its operations 
by conducting its activities in a socially 
and environmentally responsible manner. 
This includes implementing strategies 
and technologies that minimise waste of 
resources and demonstrate environmentally 
sensitive development, innovation 
and continuous improvement.

ECU is committed to reconciliation and recognises and respects the significance of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ communities, cultures and histories. ECU acknowledges 
and respects the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as the traditional custodians 
of the land. ECU acknowledges and respects its continuing association with Nyoongar 
people, the traditional custodians of the land upon which its campuses stand.

Every effort has been made to ensure that 
the information in this publication is correct 
at the time of production. The information is 
subject to change from time to time and the 
University requests the right to add, vary or 
discontinue courses and impose limitations 
on enrolment in any course. The publication 
constitutes an expression of interest 
and is not to be taken as a firm offer or 
understanding. This publication is intended 
for Australian citizens and permanent 
residents only. Some information contained 
in this publication may not be applicable to 
international students.

ECU IS SM   KE-FREE

Contact

Centre for Nursing, Midwifery & Health 
Services Research

School of Nursing & Midwifery

Edith Cowan University

270 Joondalup Drive,  
Joondalup, WA, 6027

P 6304 2641 
E cnmhsr@ecu.edu.au 

W  ecu.edu.au/schools/nursing-and-
midwifery/our-research

Find us at

  CNMHSR_ECU

  CNMHSR

  CNMHSR.ECU

http://www.ecu.edu.au/schools/nursing-and-midwifery/our-research
http://www.ecu.edu.au/schools/nursing-and-midwifery/our-research
http://www.twitter.com/CNMHSR_ECU
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7072896/
http://facebook.com/CNMHSR.ECU
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